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MY GOOD FRIEND SRI. C.R.G. NAIR

Death laid its icy hands on Shri. C.R.G. Nair on 18" February 2011. He was killed in a Car accident in
Alleppey. He was only 62 years old. He had served in RBI for 32 years in Trivandrum. Mumbai and-
Bangalore I knew CRG when 1 reported to Trivandrum in 1982. But our close association was from
1992 to 1996 when he was my Banking Officer and I was DGM in charge of the Appointments Section

of DBOD, Central Office, Mumbai.

C.R.G. was scrupulously clean in body and mind. Always immaculately attired with the sleeves of his
full shirt folded mid-way, one could never see him without a smile. He was helpful to whoever
approached him-irrespective of his status. He was thorough in his work and he made extraordinary
efforts to grasp fully the ramifications of all the cases he handled. Prior to computerization, he would
put up notes written with a fountain pen. No ballpens for C.R.G..His drawer would always contain two
bottles of Parker Quink. He would submit notes of two or three pages in his neat handwriting-without
a single cancellation or correction. Tt was testimony to his clarity of thought and ability to express
clearly. He had mastered the entire gamut of work in Appointments Section and undoubtedly was one

of the best Officers of R.B.I. He retired as D.G.M. Trivandrum.

He was deeply religious and always had a “Chandana Kuri® or sandalwood paste mark on his forehead.
He was a compulsive visitor to “Kochu Guruvayoor Temple” in Matunga. His “Godliness” was proven
by his innate “Goodness™. He always helped whoever approached him not only officially but for personal
reasons. '

C.R.G. was an accomplished Homeopath and used to dispense those sweet white pills to many a
patient. He had unusual hobby —tailoring!. He could stitch blouses and frocks too!. He was a fond
parent with two daughters, sons-in-laws, three grandchildren. His wife retired as Accounts Officer in
A.G’s Office, Trivandrum. She is a picture of self-effacement. C.R.G’s daughters are well settled in
life,

Though he had several offersafter retirement, C.R.G. declined politely and dedicated himself to
“Bhagavatha Parayanam”- recital of cantos from ‘Srimad Bhagavadam” in houses of poor persons
without any payment.

One wonders of the quirk of Fate as to why such a “God’s Good Man”, such a religious person, such
an affectionate parent should meet his death so tragically. : :

Inscrutable are the ways of Destiny. P.P.Ramachandran 28.02.2011
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Updation
i-etter dtd. 24 February 2011 addressed to the
Govemnor by Shri 1.G. Nair, G.5., AIRBREA

“Since you assumed charge as Governor, you
have been successful in overcoming various challenges
confronting the Bank including the crucial issues of
upholding its autonomy, image and prestige. We
appreciate your sincere and ceaseless efforts rnade in this
regard so far against heavy odds.

During your f{enure, ah historic bipariite wage
settlement was concluded peacefuily with the Associations
of workmen and officers which has instilled confidence in
them and brought happiness to them and their families
paving the way for healthy employer-employee relations
and required industrial peace to enable the Bank tofulfil its
tasks ahead.

It is our firm belief that only through the
sympalhetic and magnanimous approach of the
successive Govemnors the RBlites have been successful in
achieving betler service condilions. We are at the same
time compelied to recali that, in order to atiract its workforce
to opt for pension, the Bank made cerlain promises,
including periodical updation. The interests of the retirees
were protected, despite revengeful attitude of the Ministry
of Finance tiil the last Board Meeting of former Govemor,
Dr. YV. Reddy in August 2008, wherein, the Bank
unilaterally decided to withdraw the updation granted fill
ther, on the insistence of the Sovemment nominee on the
Board.

Being pushed to the wall, the rofircos wera forced
fo file a writ in the High Court. To the credit of the Bank, we
appreciate, in the successive affidavits filed before the
Bombay High Court, the Bank clearly did not concur with
the Govemment view that # had no authority to grant
updation.

What followed later is now well known. The
Govemment in its "Speaking Order issued under the
direction of the Court, also averred that there was no
direction under Section 7 of R.B.1. Act, 1934 to the Bankio
withdraw pension updation thereby, strengthening the
stand of the Bank and paving the way to continue the grant
of pension updation onan ongoing basis.

We also wrote to the Bank requesting it to honour
the verdict of the Court and the Government's averment.
However, in its own wisdom and reasons best known to
them, despite the clear statement of the Ministry in the
speaking order, the Administration again poised itseif to
withdraw the updation thereby forcing the refirees to seek

justice from the Judiciary once again. The Bank's changed'

stand was reflected in the fresh affidavit filed by it
Surprised and angered at the volie face, the Court
questioned the Bank to justify its U-turn in the stand
whereat the Bank's advocate was left with no alternative
but to maintain stoic silence. The Government advocate
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Retirees at Bhopal-indore meet Governor

A delegation of Retirees' Association at Bhopal-

indore, accompanied by a senior retiree aged 89 years,
calfed on the Governor Dr D. Subbarao at Bhopal office on
9 February 2011, when he had come there for the Central
Board meeting and submitted to him 3 memorandum

highlighting pending issuss of Reserve Bank refirees -

including enhancement in ex-gratia payment with a request
for their redressal at the earfiest. Govemor graciously
received the defegation and gave a patient hearing fo the
Delegation’s submission. He was moved by the fact that
many members of the Delegation had come to see him all
the way from Indore. Joining the Defegation in a group
photo, Govemnor assured the members fo look into the
issues sympathetically.

—_1y

avoided the ignominy of getting thrashed by the Bench, by ~
opfing not {0 show his face even. The Couri admiiied ihe
writ and confirmed its eardier order of continuing the grant of
updation fo the refirees, tifl the final hearing.

Some RTI activists forwarded to us copies of the
notings of the Govemor, received under the RT} Act, which
reveal that you had kindly taken up in January 2010, the
matter of updation on an ongoing basis with the Hon'ble
Finance Minister who was positive on the issue and as per
his suggestion you had asked the Office to follow it up with

‘the Secretary, DFS. Nothing appears fo have moved since

then, despite your orders, althiough more than a year has
lapsed. We suggest that the mafter deserves your
immediate attention to institute an enquiry into it since itis a
serious issue, as well as, how the orders of the Govemnor to
pursue the maiter with the Secretary, were so brazenly
ignored.

We, however, wish to express our deep concemn
and strong apprehension that the issue of amendment
proposed by the Government is nothing but a "trap’ well
calculated by the anti-RBI lobby in the Finance Ministry,
which has been ceaselessly trying to thwart all the attempts
of the Bank to improve the lot of its refirees by updating the
pension on an ongoing basis. It is sad that the retirees in
theirlast lap of their life have been denied justified updation
from the organization to which they had given their blood,
sweat and tears. We stress that the grant of periodical
improvements in pension is not a gratis or a dole. Itis a
commitment of the Bank, which is bilaterally settfed with the
recognized Associations / Federation and as such it is
imevocable. By its unilateral withdrawal, the Bank has
dishonored its commitment which hardly redounds to its
credit. '

In this regard, it may be mentioned here that the
Government has adopted similar tactics against the LIC
employees who, despite two judgments from the Jaipur
Bench of Rajasthan High Court, are stil being denied

- implementation of the Court order by their management,
.which, we understand, is under presswe from the

Govermnment not to implement the same.

We, therefore, appeal tothe Bank and you especially that—
1. Pending amendments or whatever technicalities the
Bank in its own wisdom proposes to make or fulfil, the
pension of the Reserve Bank retirees be updated on the
basis of the recent pay revision effective from 1 November
2007.

2. By the unjustified delay caused, a large number of
retirees have already passed away without enjoying the
committed pension updation benefits and if this process
continues the issue will get automatically resclved when

- there will scarcely be any surviving retiree!

3. Lastly, we appeal to the Bank not to leave our fate to be
decided by the Government since, all through the service in
the Bank, our interests were . safeguarded by the
successive Governors whose powers are unguestionable.
Thanking you in anticipation of sympathetic
consideration of issues mentioned above.” '
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